Length of Program Participation

Child Care Subsidy families often cycle on and off the program. According to a 2010 research brief
completed by the Office of Research of the Department of Social Services, a family’s first “spell” or
consecutive months of program participation ranges from five to eight months. Approximately 52% of
families have a second spell of program participation with a three month “break” between spells. Most
families have only two spells of participation.



